
Arrhythmia
By Hailey Leithauser

The heart of a bear is a cloud-shuttered 
mountain. The heart of a mountain’s a kiln. 
The white heart of a moth has nineteen white 
chambers. The heart of a swan is a swan.
 

The heart of a wasp is a prick of plush. 
The heart of a skunk is a mink. The heart 
of an owl is part blood and part chalice. 
The fey mouse heart rides a dawdy dust-cart.
 

The heart of a kestrel hides a house wren 
at nest. The heart of lark is a czar. 
The heart of a scorpion is swidden
 

and spark. The heart of a shark is a gear. 
Listen and tell, thrums the grave heart of humans. 
Listen well love, for it’s pitch dark down here.
 

Source: Poetry (October 2015)

https://www.poetryoutloud.org/
https://www.poetryoutloud.org/search
https://www.poetryoutloud.org/poem/arrhythmia/
https://www.poetryoutloud.org/poem/arrhythmia/
https://www.poetryoutloud.org/poem/arrhythmia/

