
Audre Lorde

The impassioned poetry of Audre Lorde grew out of her keen sense of injustice—racial as
well as gender—and a strong desire to break through silence and politeness to unafraid
illumination. Born in New York City to West Indian parents, she turned in her later work to
African sources, emphasizing its oral roots and finding a model in the matriarchies of that
continent for her emergent lesbian and communal consciousness.
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