
Claudia Rankine

Born in Kingston, Jamaica, poet Claudia Rankine earned a BA at Williams College and an
MFA at Columbia University. Her work often crosses genres as it tracks wild and precise
movements of mind. Twentieth Century African-American Poetry (1996). Her play
Detour/South Bronx premiered in 2009 at New York’s Foundry Theater. In 2013, she was
elected as a chancellor of the Academy of American Poets, and in 2014 she received a
Lannan Literary Award. She has taught at the University of Houston, Case Western Reserve
University, Barnard College, and Pomona College.
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