
Deborah A. Miranda

An enrolled member of the Ohlone-Costanoan Esselen Nation of California, poet Deborah
Miranda was born in Los Angeles to an Esselen/Chumash father and a mother of French
ancestry. She grew up in Washington State, earning a BS in teaching moderate special-
needs children from Wheelock College in 1983 and an MA and PhD in English from the
University of Washington. Miranda’s poetry is informed by her mixed-blood ancestry and
knowledge of the natural world. Often focused around gender, her poetry treats topics
such as mothering and the ability to nurture in a violent world. She teaches English at
Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia.
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