Dorothy Wordsworth

Born in Cumberland, British Romantic poet and prose writer Dorothy Wordsworth was the
third of five children. She remained particularly close with her brother, the poet William
Wordsworth, and the siblings lived together in Dorset and Alfoxden before William married
her best friend, Mary Hutchinson, in 1802. Thereafter Dorothy Wordsworth made her home
with the couple. An avid naturalist, Wordsworth enjoyed daily nature walks with her
brother, and images from the notes she took of these walks often recur in her brother’s

poems. Most of her writing explores the natural world.
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