
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper

Born in Baltimore, poet, fiction writer, journalist, and activist Frances Ellen Watkins Harper,
was the only child of free African American parents. She became a traveling speaker on the
abolitionist circuit and she also helped slaves escape through Underground Railroad and
wrote frequently for anti-slavery newspapers, earning her reputation as the mother of
African-American journalism. During Reconstruction, Harper was an activist for civil rights,
women's rights, and educational opportunity for all. She was superintendent of the
Women's Christian Temperance Union, co-founder and vice-president of the National
Association of Colored Women, and a member of the American Women's Su�rage
Association. Harper was also the director of the American Association of Colored Youth.
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