
George Marion McClellan

Born in Belfast, Tennessee, the minister, teacher, writer, and poet George Marion McClellan
received a BA and an MA from Fisk University and a bachelor of divinity from Hartford
Theological Seminary. He married Mariah Augusta Rabb in 1888 and served as a minister in a
Nashville, Tennessee, Congregational church from 1892 to 1894. After his time as a minister,
McClellan pursued a career as a teacher and principal at schools in Louisville and Los
Angeles. A di�cult period in his personal life followed the death of one of his sons and was
further complicated by financial di�culty, marital conflict, and a sense of alienation
fostered by a society divided sharply along racial lines. McClellan’s poetry, composed from
the 1880s onward, shows a sensitive ear to meter and rhyme and addresses religion, nature,
and romantic love while only occasionally revealing an emotional struggle against racial
discrimination.   
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