
Ha Jin

Ha Jin, born in Liaoning Province, China, grew up during the Cultural Revolution when
schools were closed and books were burned. While serving in the army, Jin educated
himself and studied English and literature when the schools opened in the 1980s. He came
to the United States to earn his doctorate from Brandeis University, and decided to remain
in this country after the massacre of students at Tiananmen Square. Jin writes solely in
English, focusing mostly on Chinese culture.
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