
John Crowe Ransom

Poet and Critic John Crowe Ransom grew up in Tennessee and attended Oxford and
Vanderbilt University, where he taught for many decades. Though his career as a poet was
short—most of his poems were published in a three year period—he enjoyed acclaim
throughout his life. His short, traditional lyric poems, often filled with wit and irony, use
both mythological allusions and situations from everyday life to examine the metaphysical
di�culties of love and death. In poems such as “Janet Waking” he shows the instability of
life and the di�culty of understanding its changes.
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