Joy Harjo

Joy Harjo was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and is a member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation.
Like a few other contemporary Native American poets such as N. Scott Momaday, Simon
Ortiz, and Leslie Marmon Silko, Harjo writes in an effort to re-establish lost connections:
with the sacred land, with powerful ancestors, and with fellow searchers along the margins
of contemporary life. She is a noted teacher, saxophonist, and vocalist. She performed for
many years with her band, Poetic Justice, and currently tours with Arrow Dynamics. She
was named U.S. poet laureate in June 2019.
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