Michael Drayton

Michael Drayton was one of the leading poets of the Elizabethan era. Though little is
known about his early life, it is believed that he was a servant who rose to prominence
through patronage. One of Drayton’s earliest supporters was Lucy, Countess of Bedford,
and many of his poems are dedicated to her. A prolific poet, Drayton is best known for long
verse-epics which recount historical events and exemplify Drayton’s belief in the poet’s

responsibility as a keeper of public values.
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