Patricia Smith

Patricia Smith has been called “a testament to the power of words to change lives.” She is
the author of six books of poetry, a mystery writer, a historian, a journalist, a performer and
children's book author. She is a 2014 Guggenheim fellow, a two-time Pushcart Prize winner,
recipient of a Lannan fellowship and a four-time individual champion of the National
Poetry Slam, the most successful poet in the competition’s history. Patricia is a professor at
the College of Staten Island and an instructor in the MFA program at Sierra Nevada College.
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