Richard Wilbur

Richard Wilbur began to write poetry in earnest only after experiencing the horrific chaos of
battle during WW Il service as an infantryman in Italy. No poet of his generation was more

committed to careful, organized expression or more thoroughly mastered the forms and

devices of traditional poetry; this conservative aesthetic and his deep love for “country

things” link Wilbur to the Roman poet Horace and to his fellow American Robert Frost.
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