Sarah Orne Jewett

Sarah Orne Jewett was born in South Berwick, Maine, where she lived her entire life. At age
19, Jewett published her first story and was soon encouraged by William Dean Howells to
publish her stories as a book. Her career continued to rise steadily and she became one of
the most prominent literary figures of her time. Though primarily known for her prose work,
Jewett also left a small collection of poems, most of which were unpublished in her
lifetime. Her poems are formal pieces, strongly rhymed and metered, and often deal with
subject matter similar to her fiction—her hometown and the deeper meaning of its

traditions.
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