
Victor Hernández Cruz

Victor Hernandez Cruz was born in Aguas Buenas, Puerto Rico. He moved to New York City
with his family when he was five years old, but he didn’t start learning English until two
years later when his family bought a television set. He started writing poetry early and at
seventeen self-published his first book, Papo Got His Gun! And Other Poems, on a
mimeograph machine. Cruz writes from the observation point of traveler and city dweller;
he is fluent in Spanish and English, and the poems reveal his familiarity with music, New
York, California, the Caribbean, Puerto Rican history, and the immigrant experience. He is
also one of the founders of the Before Columbus Foundation, a nonprofit organization that
promotes the recognition of multicultural writers.
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